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In their riveting book, "This Will Not Pass," Pulitzer Prize-winning journalists
Jonathan Martin and Alexander Burns offer a meticulously researched and
deeply insightful account of the January 6th insurrection at the U.S. Capitol.
Through extensive interviews with key players and a wealth of primary
source material, the authors provide a gripping narrative that sheds new
light on this pivotal event in American history.

The book begins by setting the stage for the insurrection, delving into the
political divisions and grievances that had been festering in the country for
years. The authors trace the rise of Donald Trump and his embrace of a
polarizing rhetoric that appealed to a disaffected segment of the population.

The Run-Up to January 6th

Martin and Burns meticulously document the events leading up to January
6th, revealing the behind-the-scenes machinations and the growing sense
of urgency among Trump's allies. They describe the former president's
relentless efforts to undermine the legitimacy of the 2020 election, his
pressure on state officials to overturn the results, and his encouragement of
his supporters to "fight like hell."

The authors also provide a vivid account of the preparations for the "Save
America" rally that preceded the attack on the Capitol. They reveal the
involvement of far-right groups and the lack of coordination with law
enforcement agencies, setting the stage for the chaos that was to come.
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The Insurrection Unfolds

The book's most gripping chapters provide a blow-by-blow account of the
insurrection itself. Martin and Burns describe the rioters' breach of the
Capitol, their violent confrontations with law enforcement officers, and their
attempts to disrupt the certification of President Biden's victory.

The authors capture the confusion and terror that reigned inside the Capitol
as lawmakers and staff scrambled for safety. They also highlight the heroic
actions of police officers who defended the building against the mob.

The Aftermath

"This Will Not Pass" not only chronicles the insurrection but also explores
its aftermath. Martin and Burns examine the political and legal
consequences of the attack, including the impeachment of Trump, the
House select committee's investigation, and the ongoing prosecutions of
those involved.

The authors also analyze the broader impact of January 6th on American
democracy. They argue that the insurrection has exacerbated political
divisions and undermined trust in institutions, leaving a lasting scar on the
nation.

Key Figures

"This Will Not Pass" features a cast of complex and often contradictory
characters. Martin and Burns provide nuanced portraits of Donald Trump,
Mike Pence, Mitch McConnell, Nancy Pelosi, and other key figures involved
in the events of January 6th.



The book reveals the motivations and actions of these individuals,
shedding light on their roles in fueling the insurrection and its aftermath.

Analysis and Significance

"This Will Not Pass" is more than a chronicle of events. Martin and Burns
offer incisive analysis of the underlying factors that led to the insurrection,
including the rise of populism, the spread of misinformation, and the
erosion of democratic norms.

The book also raises important questions about the future of American
politics. Martin and Burns argue that the events of January 6th have
exposed deep divisions within the country and that the nation must confront
these divisions to heal and move forward.

Jonathan Martin and Alexander Burns' "This Will Not Pass" is an essential
read for anyone seeking a comprehensive understanding of the January
6th insurrection and its implications for American democracy. Through their
rigorous research and compelling narrative, the authors provide a profound
and sobering account of this pivotal event.

The book serves as a reminder of the fragility of our democratic institutions
and the importance of vigilance in protecting them against those who seek
to undermine them. It is a cautionary tale about the dangers of political
demagoguery and the need for all citizens to be informed and engaged in
the democratic process.
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