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Research involving Indigenous peoples has a long history of being
dominated by colonial influences, leading to power imbalances and the
marginalization of Indigenous voices. Decolonizing research methodologies
aim to address this legacy by prioritizing Indigenous perspectives, values,
and ways of knowing.

This article explores the importance of decolonizing research
methodologies in the context of research involving Indigenous peoples. It
discusses the historical and ongoing colonial influences that have shaped
research practices, resulting in power imbalances and the marginalization
of Indigenous voices. The article emphasizes the need for research
approaches that prioritize Indigenous perspectives, values, and ways of
knowing, ensuring equitable knowledge production and empowering
Indigenous communities.

Historical and Ongoing Colonial Influences on Research

The history of research involving Indigenous peoples is marked by colonial
influences. These influences have shaped the ways in which research is
conducted, the questions that are asked, and the ways in which knowledge
is produced and disseminated.

One of the most significant colonial influences on research is the power
imbalance between researchers and Indigenous peoples. This power
imbalance is rooted in the historical and ongoing colonization of Indigenous
lands and peoples. It has resulted in a situation where researchers often
hold the power to define the terms of research, set the research agenda,
and control the dissemination of research findings.



Another colonial influence on research is the marginalization of Indigenous
voices. This marginalization is often the result of the ways in which
research is conducted. For example, researchers may not involve
Indigenous peoples in the design and implementation of research projects.
They may also fail to acknowledge the unique perspectives and
experiences of Indigenous peoples in their research findings.

Example of Colonial Influence on Research

A study on the health of Indigenous peoples in Canada was conducted
without the involvement of Indigenous researchers or community members.
The study's findings were used to justify government policies that were
harmful to Indigenous peoples.

The Importance of Decolonizing Research Methodologies

Decolonizing research methodologies are essential for addressing the
historical and ongoing colonial influences on research. Decolonizing
methodologies prioritize Indigenous perspectives, values, and ways of
knowing. They also seek to empower Indigenous peoples in the research
process.

There are many benefits to decolonizing research methodologies. These
benefits include:

Increased relevance and accuracy of research findings:
Decolonizing methodologies ensure that research is relevant to the
needs and priorities of Indigenous peoples. They also help to ensure
that research findings are accurate and reflect the experiences of
Indigenous peoples.



Increased empowerment of Indigenous peoples: Decolonizing
methodologies empower Indigenous peoples by giving them control
over the research process. This includes the ability to define the
research agenda, set the terms of research, and control the
dissemination of research findings.

Increased equity in research: Decolonizing methodologies promote
equity in research by leveling the playing field between researchers
and Indigenous peoples. They help to ensure that Indigenous peoples
have a meaningful voice in the research process and that their
perspectives are valued.

Principles of Decolonizing Research Methodologies

Prioritize Indigenous perspectives, values, and ways of knowing

Empower Indigenous peoples in the research process

Be reflexive and critical of the researcher's own positionality

Build relationships of trust and reciprocity with Indigenous communities

Disseminate research findings in a way that is accessible to and
benefits Indigenous communities

Examples of Decolonizing Research Methodologies

There are many different ways to decolonize research methodologies.
Some examples include:

Participatory research: Participatory research involves Indigenous
peoples in all aspects of the research process, from the design and
implementation of the research to the dissemination of research
findings.



Collaborative research: Collaborative research is a partnership
between researchers and Indigenous peoples. Researchers and
Indigenous peoples work together to define the research agenda, set
the terms of research, and control the dissemination of research
findings.

Community-based research: Community-based research is
conducted in partnership with Indigenous communities. The research
agenda is set by the community, and the research is conducted in a
way that is respectful of the community's values and traditions.

Example of a Decolonizing Research Methodology

A study on the impacts of climate change on Indigenous communities in
Alaska was conducted in partnership with Indigenous communities. The
research team worked with community members to develop the research
agenda and design the research project. The research findings were used
to develop adaptation strategies that were tailored to the needs of the
communities.

Decolonizing research methodologies are essential for ensuring equitable
knowledge production and empowering Indigenous peoples. By prioritizing
Indigenous perspectives, values, and ways of knowing, decolonizing
methodologies can help to address the historical and ongoing colonial
influences on research. This can lead to more relevant and accurate
research findings, increased empowerment of Indigenous peoples, and
increased equity in research.

As researchers, we have a responsibility to decolonize our research
methodologies. By ng so, we can help to create a more just and equitable
world for Indigenous peoples.
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