
Inklings On Philosophy And Worldview:
Exploring the Beliefs and Values of C.S.
Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, and Their Circle
The Inklings, an informal literary discussion group that met at Oxford
University in the 1930s and 1940s, was a hotbed of creativity and
intellectual exchange. The group's members, which included C.S. Lewis,
J.R.R. Tolkien, and Owen Barfield, were all brilliant writers and thinkers
who shared a deep interest in philosophy, literature, and the Christian faith.
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The Inklings' discussions ranged over a wide variety of topics, but they
often centered on the nature of reality, the meaning of life, and the
relationship between faith and reason. Lewis, Tolkien, and the other
Inklings were all deeply committed to Christianity, but they also had a deep
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appreciation for the insights of non-Christian thinkers, such as Plato,
Aristotle, and Aquinas.

The Inklings' work has had a profound impact on modern literature and
thought. Lewis's books, such as Mere Christianity and The Chronicles of
Narnia, have been translated into dozens of languages and have sold
millions of copies. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings is one of the most
popular and influential fantasy novels ever written.

The Inklings' philosophical and worldview beliefs are still relevant today.
They offer a unique and challenging perspective on the human condition
and the nature of reality. In this article, we will explore some of the key
beliefs of the Inklings, examining their views on Christianity, morality, the
nature of reality, and the human condition.

Christianity

The Inklings were all devout Christians, and their faith had a profound
impact on their worldview. They believed that God is the creator and
sustainer of the universe, and that he has revealed himself to humanity
through the Bible.

The Inklings were not interested in a watered-down version of Christianity.
They believed that the Christian faith is a challenging and demanding one,
but it is also the only way to find true meaning and purpose in life.

Lewis, in particular, was a brilliant apologist for the Christian faith. His
books, such as Mere Christianity and The Problem of Pain, have helped
countless people to understand and believe the Christian message.

Morality



The Inklings believed that there is an objective moral law that is binding on
all people. They argued that this moral law is based on the nature of God
and the created order.

The Inklings rejected the idea that morality is simply a matter of personal
preference or cultural convention. They believed that there are certain
moral truths that are universally binding, such as the prohibition against
murder and theft.

Tolkien's work is particularly rich in moral insights. His characters are often
faced with difficult moral choices, and they must decide how to act in
accordance with the moral law.

The Nature of Reality

The Inklings believed that the universe is a real and objective place. They
rejected the idea that the universe is simply a figment of our imagination or
a product of our minds.

The Inklings also believed that the universe is a rational place. They
believed that the laws of nature are not arbitrary, but are instead founded
on the nature of God.

Lewis's work is particularly rich in insights into the nature of reality. His
books, such as The Great Divorce and The Space Trilogy, explore the
different dimensions of reality and the nature of the afterlife.

The Human Condition

The Inklings believed that human beings are created in the image of God.
They believed that we are rational creatures who are capable of great love



and compassion.

However, the Inklings also believed that human beings are flawed
creatures who are prone to sin and error. They believed that we need God's
grace to help us overcome our weaknesses and live in accordance with the
moral law.

Tolkien's work is particularly rich in insights into the human condition. His
characters are often flawed and complex, but they are also capable of great
heroism and self-sacrifice.

The Inklings were a remarkable group of thinkers who had a profound
impact on modern literature and thought. Their philosophical and worldview
beliefs are still relevant today, and they offer a unique and challenging
perspective on the human condition and the nature of reality.

If you are interested in learning more about the Inklings, I encourage you to
read their work. You will find their insights to be both intellectually
stimulating and spiritually challenging.
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