Knights of the Roundtable: King Arthur 2024 -
An Annotated Guide

The Knights of the Roundtable are a legendary group of knights who
served King Arthur in the 6th century. They are best known for their quest
for the Holy Grail, a sacred cup that was said to grant eternal life. The
Knights of the Roundtable have been the subject of countless stories,
poems, and films over the centuries, and they continue to fascinate people
today.

The History of the Knights of the Roundtable

The earliest known mention of the Knights of the Roundtable appears in the
12th century Welsh text, Culhwch and Olwen. In this story, the knights are
described as a group of warriors who are tasked with completing a series of
impossible tasks for the giant Ysbaddaden Pencawr. The knights are
ultimately successful in their quest, and they are rewarded with the hand of
Ysbaddaden's daughter, Olwen.
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The Knights of the Roundtable became even more popular in the 15th
century, thanks to the publication of Sir Thomas Malory's Le Morte d'Arthur.
This book tells the story of King Arthur and his knights, and it is considered
to be one of the most important works of English literature. Malory's book
was later adapted into a number of plays, poems, and films.
The Members of the Knights of the Roundtable
The Knights of the Roundtable were a diverse group of men, who came
from all walks of life. They included:

= Sir Lancelot: The greatest knight in the world, and Arthur's closest

friend.

= Sir Gawain: Arthur's nephew and one of the most powerful knights in
the kingdom.

= Sir Perceval: A young knight who is on a quest to find the Holy Grail.

= Sir Bors: A brave and loyal knight who is always willing to fight for
what is right.

= Sir Tristan: A tragic hero who is known for his love affair with Isolde.

= Sir Galahad: The purest knight in the world, and the only one who is
able to find the Holy Grail.

= Sir Mordred: Arthur's illegitimate son, who ultimately betrays him.

The Quest for the Holy Grail
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The Holy Grail is a sacred cup that is said to grant eternal life to anyone
who drinks from it. The Knights of the Roundtable embarked on a quest to
find the Grail, but only Sir Galahad was successful. He was able to find the
Grail and drink from it, and he was then granted eternal life.

The Fall of the Knights of the Roundtable

The Knights of the Roundtable were eventually defeated by Arthur's
illegitimate son, Mordred. Mordred led a rebellion against Arthur, and he
was ultimately able to kill him. The Knights of the Roundtable were
scattered, and the kingdom of Camelot was destroyed.

The Legacy of the Knights of the Roundtable

The Knights of the Roundtable are still remembered today as one of the
greatest groups of knights in history. They are a symbol of chivalry and
courage, and they continue to inspire people around the world.

Annotated Bibliography

The following is an annotated bibliography of some of the most important
works on the Knights of the Roundtable:

= Culhwch and Olwen (12th century): The earliest known mention of the
Knights of the Roundtable.

= Le Morte d’Arthur (15th century): Sir Thomas Malory's classic tale of
King Arthur and his knights.

= The Knights of the Round Table: Their Lives and Legends (1911): A
historical account of the Knights of the Roundtable by Henry Newbolt.



= The Knights of the Round Table: The Legend and the Reality (1991): A
modern retelling of the Knights of the Roundtable legend by Geoffrey

Ashe.

= The Arthurian Handbook (1995): A comprehensive guide to the
Arthurian legend, including the Knights of the Roundtable.

Image Gallery

The following is a gallery of images of the Knights of the Roundtable:
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Further Reading

If you are interested in learning more about the Knights of the Roundtable, |
recommend the following resources:

= The Camelot Project at the University of Rochester:
https://www.lib.rochester.edu/camelot
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= The Arthurian Society of Great Britain:
https://www.arthuriansociety.org.uk

= The International Arthurian Society: https://www.arthurian-society.org
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B The book of Genesis is a foundational text for many religions, and it
contains a wealth of information about the origins of the world and
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At Day's Close, Night in Times Past
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