
Mastering Crankbaits, Minnows, and Other
Fishing Plugs: 100 Lure Fishing Tips
Unlock the secrets of successful fishing with this comprehensive guide to
crankbaits, minnows, and other essential fishing plugs. Whether you're a
seasoned angler or just starting out, these 100 expert tips will empower you
to choose the right lure, cast it effectively, and retrieve it skillfully for
maximum fishing success.

Selection and Types:

1. Crankbait size should match the size of the targeted fish species.

2. Choose crankbaits with bright colors and patterns for clear water, and
darker colors for murky water.

3. Deep-diving crankbaits are suitable for fish holding in deep water.

4. Shallow-diving crankbaits target fish in shallow water or near the
surface.

5. Square-bill crankbaits deflect off obstacles, making them ideal for
fishing around vegetation.

Casting and Retrieving:
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6. Cast crankbaits into areas with likely fish-holding structures, such as
drop-offs, weed beds, and rock piles.

7. Use a steady retrieve with varying speeds to trigger strikes.

8. Pause the retrieve occasionally to give the bait an erratic action.

9. Twitch the rod tip to create a lifelike swimming motion.

10. Experiment with different retrieve depths to find the most productive
zone.

Selection and Types:

11. Minnow size should mimic the size of the baitfish species in the water.

12. Choose minnows with realistic colors and patterns to match the forage
in the area.

13. Floating minnows are ideal for targeting fish near the surface or in
shallow water.

14. Sinking minnows reach deeper depths, where fish may be holding.

15. Jerkbaits (minnows with a twitching action) are effective for mimicking
fleeing baitfish.
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Casting and Retrieving:

16. Cast minnows into likely fish-holding areas, such as submerged
vegetation, current seams, and underwater points.

17. Retrieve minnows with a steady retrieve speed, adding occasional
pauses and twitches.

18. Experiment with different retrieve depths to find where the fish are
holding.

19. Use a stop-and-go technique to mimic the behavior of injured prey.

20. Vary the retrieve speed to trigger strikes from different fish species.

Spinnerbaits:

21. Spinnerbaits are effective in various water conditions and target a wide
range of fish species.

22. Choose spinnerbaits with different blade sizes and weights for desired
presentation.

23. Cast spinnerbaits into target areas and retrieve them with a steady or
erratic motion.

24. Experiment with different retrieve speeds to attract fish from shallow
and deep water.

25. Use spinnerbaits around vegetation, fallen trees, and other underwater
structures.

Poppers:



26. Poppers create a surface disturbance that attracts fish from a distance.

27. Choose poppers with weighted lips for longer casts and deeper
penetration.

28. Cast poppers into target areas and work them with a series of pops
and pauses.

29. Experiment with different pop speeds and retrieve patterns to trigger
strikes.

30. Use poppers around lily pads, weeds, and other surface cover.

Jigs:

31. Jigs are versatile lures that can be fished on or near the bottom.

32. Choose jigs with different weights, head shapes, and hook sizes for
various conditions.

33. Cast jigs into target areas and allow them to sink to the desired depth.

34. Work jigs with a hopping, dragging, or erratic motion to attract fish.

35. Use jigs around underwater structures, rocky bottom, and vegetation.

Clear Water:

36. Use crankbaits with natural colors and smaller profiles.

37. Choose minnows with realistic patterns and lifelike swimming actions.

38. Avoid using spinnerbaits and jigs with flashy finishes.

Murky Water:



39. Use crankbaits with brighter colors and larger profiles.

40. Choose minnows with contrasting patterns and exaggerated swimming
actions.

41. Use spinnerbaits and jigs with flashy finishes to create vibration and
attract fish.

Bass Fishing:

42. Use crankbaits with medium diving depths for bass holding in shallow
cover.

43. Choose minnows with realistic profiles and lifelike swimming actions.

44. Use spinnerbaits and poppers to target aggressive bass in shallow
water.

45. Use jigs to fish for bass around underwater structures and vegetation.

Walleye Fishing:

46. Use deep-diving crankbaits to target walleye in deep water.

47. Choose minnows with long, slender profiles and subtle swimming
actions.

48. Use spinnerbaits and jigs to troll for walleye in open water or along
drop-offs.

Trout Fishing:

49. Use small crankbaits with natural colors to imitate trout's prey.



50. Choose minnows with realistic profiles and slow swimming actions.

51. Use spinnerbaits and small poppers for surface fishing in shallow
water.

52. Use jigs to fish for trout around rocks and fallen trees.

Pike Fishing:

53. Use large crankbaits with deep diving abilities to target pike in open
water.

54. Choose minnows with oversized profiles and flashy patterns.

55. Use spinnerbaits with large blades and hammered finishes to attract
pike.

Muskie Fishing:

56. Use large, deep-diving crankbaits to target muskies in open water.

57. Choose minnows with exaggerated profiles and aggressive swimming
actions.

58. Use spinnerbaits and jigs with flashy finishes to attract muskies from a
distance.

Rod and Reel Selection:

59. Use a medium-action rod with a medium-weight spinning reel for most
fishing plug situations.

60. Adjust the drag setting to match the size and species of fish being
targeted.



Line Selection:

61. Use braided line for its strength, low stretch, and increased sensitivity.

62. Choose line weight that is appropriate for the size and species of fish
being targeted.

Knots:

63. Use a Palomar knot to securely attach the line to the lure.

64. Use a clinch knot to connect the line to a swivel or snap.

Presentation:

65. Pay attention to the lure's action in the water.

66. Experiment with different retrieve speeds and techniques to find what
works best in different conditions.

Depth Control:

67. Use a diving lip or crankbait to control the depth of the lure.

68. Experiment with different lure weights to reach the desired depth.

Structure Fishing:

69. Cast lures around underwater structures, such as rocks, fallen trees,
and weed beds.

70. Retrieve lures slowly and carefully around these structures to increase
your chances of catching fish.



Patience:

71. Be patient when fishing with lures.

72. Allow the lure to work its magic by giving it time to attract fish.

Experimentation:

73. Experiment with different colors, patterns, and retrieve techniques to
find what works best in different situations.

74. Keep a fishing log to document your experiences and improve your
knowledge.

Observation:

75. Observe the water and identify likely fish-holding areas.

76. Pay attention to any signs of fish activity, such as surface disturbances
or bird activity.

Respect:

77. Respect the environment and practice catch-and-release fishing to
ensure future fishing opportunities.

78. Dispose of fishing line and lures properly to protect wildlife and the
environment.

By following these expert tips, you can master the use of crankbaits,
minnows, and other fishing plugs to catch more fish. Remember that fishing
is a skill that requires practice and patience. Experiment with different



techniques, study the water, and adapt your approach to succeed. With
dedication and determination, you can become a proficient lure angler and
enjoy the thrill of catching a variety of fish species on a consistent basis.
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