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In the rolling hills of Holmes County, Ohio, a terrifying true story unfolded
that would forever leave its mark on the community. The Nightmare In
Holmes County is a tale of violence, betrayal, and the darkness that can
lurk within the human heart.

It was a cold winter night in January of 2007 when the unthinkable
happened. Jeffrey Mast, a 42-year-old Amish man, brutally murdered his
wife Barbara and their five children in their rural home. The motive for the
killings remains a mystery, but the details of the crime are chilling.

Mast used a claw hammer to bludgeon his victims to death. He then
attempted to set the house on fire to cover up his crime. However, the fire
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was quickly extinguished by firefighters, and Mast was arrested at the
scene.

The murders sent shockwaves through the close-knit community of Holmes
County. The Amish and Mennonite communities, which make up a large
part of the county's population, were particularly devastated. Many people
struggled to understand how such a horrific crime could have happened in
their midst.

Mast was convicted of the murders and sentenced to death. He was
executed in 2016. However, the Nightmare In Holmes County continues to
haunt the community to this day. It is a reminder of the darkness that can
lurk within even the most idyllic of settings.

The Victims

The victims of the Nightmare In Holmes County were: Barbara Mast, 42,
Jeffrey Mast's wife; Caleb Mast, 12, Jeffrey and Barbara's son; Hannah
Mast, 9, Jeffrey and Barbara's daughter; Sarah Mast, 7, Jeffrey and
Barbara's daughter; Elizabeth Mast, 5, Jeffrey and Barbara's daughter; and
Benjamin Mast, 2, Jeffrey and Barbara's son.

The victims were all innocent children who were brutally murdered by their
own father. The community of Holmes County was devastated by their
deaths, and their memory continues to be honored today.

The Killer

Jeffrey Mast was a 42-year-old Amish man who lived in Holmes County,
Ohio. He was married to Barbara Mast and they had six children together.



Mast was a quiet and reserved man, and he was not known to have any
history of violence.

However, on the night of January 16, 2007, Mast brutally murdered his wife
and children. He used a claw hammer to bludgeon them to death, and then
he attempted to set the house on fire to cover up his crime.

Mast was arrested at the scene and charged with murder. He was
convicted and sentenced to death. He was executed in 2016.

The Motive

The motive for the Nightmare In Holmes County remains a mystery. Mast
never gave a clear explanation for why he killed his wife and children.

Some people believe that Mast was suffering from mental illness. Others
believe that he was driven by jealousy or anger. Still others believe that he
was simply a cold-blooded killer.

Whatever the motive, the Nightmare In Holmes County is a reminder of the
darkness that can lurk within even the most idyllic of settings. It is a tragedy
that will forever leave its mark on the community of Holmes County.

The Impact

The Nightmare In Holmes County had a profound impact on the
community. The murders sent shockwaves through the close-knit Amish
and Mennonite communities, and many people struggled to understand
how such a horrific crime could have happened in their midst.



The community rallied together in the aftermath of the tragedy. They held
vigils and prayer services, and they provided support for the victims'
families. The community also worked to raise awareness of domestic
violence and mental illness.

The Nightmare In Holmes County is a reminder of the darkness that can
lurk within even the most idyllic of settings. It is a tragedy that will forever
leave its mark on the community of Holmes County. However, it is also a
story of hope and resilience. The community of Holmes County has come
together in the aftermath of the tragedy, and they are working to heal and
move forward.
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